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Getting Started

What If?
You are thrilled to learn that there is going to be an exhibit by your 
favorite painter at the art museum in your town. Some of her paintings 
have received criticism because they show images of war. But you love 
her art because it has the power to make you feel strong emotions. You 
and a friend agree to go to the exhibit together.

When you arrive at the museum, you are upset to learn that the exhibit 
has been cancelled. There are people standing outside with signs that 
claim the artwork is offensive. The protestors say that children come to 
the museum and they should not see such violent images.

Make notes about how this would affect you. 

• Do the protestors have a right to keep art out of a public museum?

• How would you feel if you could not go to the exhibit?

• How would you feel if you were a parent?

Connect to The Exchange Question  Discuss how this situation 
could relate to The Exchange Question: What is the greatest threat to 
creativity?  Summarize your discussion.
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Introduction: Key Concepts

Definition Map

Study the Definition Map  for the word conform. Write a sentence 
using the word conform.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Key Concepts

conform
expression
individual
invention
progress

What are some examples?

social customs

What is it like?

sameness 
agreeing 
unoriginal 
groups

group mentality following trends 

What is it?

being like others obeying others

Key Concept

conform

On a separate sheet of paper, create a similar Definition Map  for each of 
the Key Concept  words. Write a sentence for each one.

Definition Map














